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CORRESPONDENCE 183 

of students, as well as of the general public, will revolt against 
these and demand adherence to, not artificial rules, but the deepest 
fundamental principles of rhythmical utterance. 

T. S. Omond. 
Tunbridge Wells, England. 



Jottings 

Sainte-Beuve, staying at Aigues Mortes, wrote in 1839 the fol- 
lowing words : " My soul is like this beach, where it is said St. 
Louis embarked: The sea and faith, alas, have long since drawn 
away.'" J am wondering whether these words did not suggest to 
Matthew Arnold the familiar lines of Dover Beach : 

The Sea of Faith 

vWas once, too, at the full, and round earth's shore 

Lay like the folds of a bright girdle furl'd. 

But now I only hear 

Its melancholy, long, withdrawing roar, 

Retreating to the breath 

Of the night wind, down the vast edges drear 

And naked shingles of the world. 

Perhaps I am not the first to notice the coincidence, but it seems 
to me that the reference to St. Louis in the quotation from the 
French critic adds force to the lines of the English poet. 

2. While I am writing I should like to draw attention to the 
orthographical error in Browning's The Ring and the Booh (The 
Pope) by which the Chinese Province of Fu-hien (Fokien) is 
spoken of as To-hien. 

■Five years since in the Province of To-hien, 
Which is in China as some people know. 

I have sought in vain to learn whether the change of P into T 
is Browning's own error or the result of faulty proof-reading in 
the original edition. The owner of the MS. has not replied to my 
letter on the subject, — possibly did not receive it. 

Curiously enough, Voltaire, in bis poem on The Nature of Man 
has made precisely the opposite error of turning a T into an P in 
the line : " Their secret thoughts were all to Fien known " : where 
the Fien is, of course, a mistake for the Chinese Tien (' Heaven '). 

Herbert H. Gowen. 

University of Washington. 



Flaubert and War-Brides 

Contradictions in Flaubert's temperament have been analyzed by 
all the critics. Here is the manifestation of one which may be. 



